_L._And now, sir, in the name of that Pub-
lic Faith, which is the very ligament of eivil
society, aud which the great Roman ora-
me us it is d}lnnhh to Mmi

ith an “enemy, I arraign this scheme,
and hold it up 1o the j ent of all who
hear me. There is an early Ialian story of
an_experienced citizen, who, when his
nephew told him he had been studying, at
the University of Bologna, the seience of
right, said in reply, “You have spent your
time to litle purpose. It would have been:
better had you learned the scienee dﬂﬂ_
for that is, worth two of the other;” and
the bystanders 6f that day all agreed that
the veteran spoke the truth. 1 begin,
sir, by assuming  that rable Senators
will not aet in this spirit— that they will
uot suhstitute might for right — that they
will not.wantonly and flagitionsly discard
uny obligation, pledge, or covenani, be-
cauge they chance 1o possess the power;
but that, as honest ‘men, desirous to do
right, they will confront this question.

Siry the proposition before you involves
not merely therepeal of an existing law, but
the infraction of solemu obligations orig-
inally proposed and assumed by the South,
after'a protracted and eémbittered contest,’

" as a_ eovenant. of pence — with regard

to certain specified territory therein de-
scribed, namely: ¢ All that Ternitory
ceded hy France to the United States, un-
der the name of Louisiapa;” according
to which, in consideration of the admis-
sion into the Union of Missouri as a slave
State, Slavery was forever prohibited in all
the remaining part of this Territor{' which
lies north of 36 deg. 30 min. This ar-
rangement, between different sections
of the Union—the Slave States of the
first part and the Free States of the sec-

ond pari—though' usually known as the |

Missouri. Compromise, was at the time
styled a compact.. In its stipulations for
Slavery, it was justly repugnant to the
conscience of the North, and ought never
to have heen made; but it has on that side
been performed. And now the unper-
formed outstanding obligations to Free-
dom, originally proposed and assumed by
the Sougl, are resisted.

Years have passed since these obliga
tions were embodied in the legislation of
Congress, and accepted by the country.
Meanwhile, the statesmen by whom they
were framed and vindicated have, one by
one, dropped from this earthly sphere.
Their living voices cannot now be heard, to
|‘;Iond for the preservation of that Public

aith to which they were pledged. But
this extraordinary lapse of time, with the
complete fruition by one party of all the

gives to the transaction an added and
most sacred strength, Prescription steps
in with new bonds, to confirm the origi-
nal work ; 10 the end that while men are
mortal, controversies shall not be immor-
tal, Death, with inexorable scythe, has
mowed down the authors of this com-
pact; but, with conservative hour-glass, it
has counted out a succession of years,
which now defile before us, like so many
sentinels, to goard the sacred landmark of
Freedom,

A’ simple statement of facts, derived
from the journals of Con and con-
temporary records, will w the origin
and nature of this compact, the influence
by which it was established, and the obli-
gations which it imposed.

As early as 1818, at the first session of
the fifteenth Congress, a bill was reported
to the House of ﬁ:preunl'alim, euthori-
zing the people of the Missouri Territory
10 form a Censtitution and State Govern-
ment, for the admission of such State
into the Union; but, at that session, no
final action was had thereon. At the next
session, in- February, 1819, the bill was
again brought forward, when an eminent
Representative of New York, whose life
has been spared \ill this last summer, Mr.
James TaLLMaDeE, moved a clause pro-
hibiting any furthér introduction of slaves
into the proposed State, and securing free-
dom to the children born within the State
after its admission into the Union, on at-
taining twenty-five years of age. This
importapt proposition, which assumed a
power not only to prohibit the ingress of
Slavery into the State itself, but also to
abolish it thete, was passed in the affirm-
ative, afler a vehement debate of three
days.  On a division of the question, the
first part, prohibiting the further introdue-
tion of slaves, was adopted by 87 yeas to
76 nays: the second part, providing for
the emaneipation of children, was ado
by 82 yeas to 78 nays. Other propositions
1o thwart the operation of these amend-
ments were voted down, and on the 17th
of Febiuary the bill was read a third time,
and pneued‘ with these important restric-
Lions,

In the Senate, after debate, the provi-
sion for the emancipation of children was
struck out by 31 yeas to T nays; the
other provision, against the further intro-
duction of Slavery, was struck out by 22
yeas to 16 nays. Thus emasculated, the bill
was returned to the House, which, on
March 2d, by a vote of 78 nays to 76 yeas,
refused its concurrence. The Senate ad-
hered to their amendments, and the House,
by 78 yeas to 66 nays, adhered to their
disagreement: and so at this session the
Missouri bill was lost; and here was a
temporary trinmph of Freedom,

Meanwhile, the same controversy was | M

renewed on the bill pending at the same
time for the organization of the Territory
of Arkansas, then known as the southern
part of the Tertitory of Missouri. The
restrictions already adopted in the Mis-
souri bill were moved by Mr. Tavion, of
New York, subsequently Speaker; but
after at least gix close votes, on the yeas
and nays, in ene of which the House was
equally divided, 88 yeas to 88 nays, they
were lost.  Another proposition by Mr,
Tavior, simpler in form, that Slavery
should not hereafler be introduced into
this Teritory, was lost by 90 nays to 86
yeas; and the Arkansas bill on Februar
25th was read the third time and passed.
In the Senate, Mr. BurriLr, of Rhode
lsland, moved, as an amendment, the |§m-
hibition of the further introduction of Sla-
very into this Territory, which was lost by
19 nays to 14 yeas. Awnd thus, without
any provision for Freedom, Arkansas
was orgonized as a Territory ; and here
was a trinmph of Slavery.

At this same session, Alabama was ad-

- compromise.”’

“enabled the framers of our
benefits belonging ta it, under the compact, | ghey

mitted as a slave State, without any restric-
tion or objection. ; .

It was in the diseussion on the*Arkan-
sas bill, at this session, that we find the
earliest suggestion of a Compronnse. De-
feated in ‘his efforts to prohibit Sluvery in
the territory, Mr. Taylor stated that “ he
lhbugl:l_l it important that some line should
be designated beyond which Slavery should
not be permitted.” He suggested its prohi-
bition "hereafter in all territories of the
Unitéd Swutes north of 36 deg. 30 min.
north latitude.  This proposition, though'
withdrawn after debate, was at once
welcomed by Mr. Livermote, of New
Hampshire, “as mude in the true spirit of
It was opposed by Mr.
Rhien, of Tennessee, on’ behalf of Slavery,
who avowed himself against every restric-
tion ; and also by Mr. Ogle, of Pennsyl-
vapia, on behalf of Freedom, who was
“against’ any Compromise by which
Slayery, in any of the Territories, should
be recognised or sanctioned by Congress.”
In this spirit it was opposed and sup-
ported by others among whom was Gen-
eral Harrison, afterwards President of the
United States, who ** assented to the ex-
pediency of establishing some such line
of diserimination ;" but proposed a line
due west from the mouth of the Des
Moines, thus constituting the northern,
and not the southern boundary of Mis-
souri, the partition line between Freedom
and Slavery,

But this idea of Compromise, though
suggested by Taylor, was thus eml{):dopt-
ed and vindicated in this very debate, by
an eminent churacter, Mr. Lovis McLing,
of Delaware, who has since held high office
in the country, and enjoyed no common
measure of public confidence, Of all the

Jleading actors in these early scenes, he

and Mr. MerceR alone are yet spared. On
this occasion he said :

“The fixing of a line on the west of the Mis-
sissippi, north of which Slavery should not be
tolerated, had always been with him a favorite
pazt’cy,mdha th:f:!;yw-notdiﬂnt
when, upon principles air compromise, it
might constitutionally be effested. The pres-
ent attempt he re a8 prematare”

After opposing the restriction on Mis-
souri, he concluded by declaring :

“At the same time, I do not mesn to sben-
don the policy to whioh I alluded in _the com-

The same great motives of policy which recon-
ciled and harmonized the jarring and discordant
elements of our originally, snd which

properly cherish

achieve similar objects. If weneetnrlﬁn-
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The suggestions of Compromise were
at this time vain; each party was de-
termined. The North, by the prevailing
voice of its representatives, claimed all for
Freedom ; the South, by ‘its potential
command of the Senate, claimed all for
Slavery.

The report of this debate aroused the
country. For the first time in our history,
Freedom, after an animated struggle, hand
to hand, had been kert ip check , by
Slavery. The original policy of our Fathers
in the restriction of Slavery was sus-
pended, and this giant wrong threatened
to stalk into all the broad national domain.
Men «at the North were humbled and
amazed. The imperions demands of
Slavery seemed incredible. Meanwhile,
the whole subject was adjourned from Con-
gress to the people.. Through the press
and at public meetings, an earnest voice
was raised against the admission of Mis-
souri into the Union without the restriciion
of Slavery. Judges left the bench and
clergymen the pulpit, to swell the indig-
nant protest which arose from good men,
without distinetion of party or of pursuit.

The movement was not confined to a
few persons, nor to a few States. A pub-
lic meeting, at Trenton, in New Jersey,
was followed by others in New York and
Philadelphia, and finally at Worcester,
Salem, and Boston, where committees
were organized to rally the country. The
citizens of Baltimore, convened at the
court-hoyse, with the Mayor in the chair,
resolved that the future admission of slaves
into the States hereafler formed west of the
Mississippi, ought to be prohibited by
Congress. Villages, towns, and cities, by
memorial, petition, and prayer, called upon
Congress to maintain the great principle
of the prohibition of Slavery. The same
principle was also commended by the reso-
lutions of State Legislatures ; and Pennsyl-
vania, inspired by the teachings of Frank-
lin and the convictions of the respectable
denomination of Friends, unanimonsly
asserted at once the right and the duty of
Congress to prohibit Slavery west of the
issiseippi, and solemnly appealed to her
sister States ‘‘to refuse to covenant with
cnme,” New Jersey and Delaware fol-
lowed, both also unanimously. Ohio as-
serted the same principle ; so did also In-
diana. The Intter State, not content with
providing for the future, severely cen-
sured one of its Senators, for his vote to
organize Arkansas without the prohibition
nﬁs.hwry. The resolutions of New York
were reinforced by the recommendation of
D Wit Crisrox.

Amidst these excitements, Congress
came together in December, 1819, ukin%
possession of these Halls of the Capito
for.the first time since their desolation by
the British. On the day after the receipt
of the President’s Message, two several
committees of the House were ' consti-
tted, one to consider the applieation of
Maine, and the other of Missouri, to enter
the Union as separate and independent
States. With only the delay of a single
day, the bill for the admission of Missouri
was reported to the Honse without the re-
striction of Slavery; but, as if shrinking

from the immediate discussion of the great l

question it involved, afterwards, on the

motion of Mr. Mercer, of Virginia, its
consideration was ed for several
weeks; all which, be it observed, is in
open contrast with the manner in which
the present discussion lins been pmci&;
tated upon Congress.. Meanwhile,
Maine bill, when reported to the House,
was prompily acted upon, and sent to the
Senate. ' i3

In the interval between the report of
the Missouri bill and'its consideration by
the House, » committee was constituted,
on motion of Mr. Tavior, of New York,
to inquire ‘into the ‘expediency of pro-
hibiting the introduction of Slavery into
the  Territories west of the Mississippi.
This committee, at the end of a fortnight,
was discharged from further consideration
of the ‘subject, which, it was undetstood,
would enter into the postponed debate
on thé Missouri bill: 'l';l'in early effort’ to
interdict Slavery in the Territories by a
special law is worthy of notice, on aceount
of some of the expressions of opinion
which it drew forth. In the course of his
remarks, Mr. Taylor declared, that

“ He presumed there were no members, he
knew of none, who doubted the constitutional
power of Congress to impose such a restriction
on the Territories.” . ; \

* A generous voice from Virginia recog-
nised at once the right and duty of Con-
iiress. This was from Charles Fenton
ercer, who declared that

“ When the question proposed should come |
fairly before the House, te should support the
prtﬁpo_sluun. He should record his vote against
suflering the dark cloud of inhumanity, which
now darkened his country, from rolling on be-
yond the peaceful shores of the Mississippi.”
At length, on the 26th January, 1820,
the House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole on the Missouri Bill, and
proceeded with 'its " discussion, day by
day, till the 28th of February, when it was
reported back with amendments. But
meanwhile the same question was present-
ed to the Senate, where a conclusion was
reached earlier than in the House., A
clause’ for the admission of Missouri was
tacked to the Maine bill. To this an
amendment was moved by Mr. Roberts, of
Pennsylvania, prohibiting the further intro-
duction of Slavery into the State, which,
after a fortnight's debate, was defeated by

1| 27 nays to 16 yeas.

The debate in the Senate was of unusual
interest and splendor. It was especially
illustrated by ‘an effort of transcendent
Evower from that great lawyer and orator,

illiam Pinkney. Recently returned from
a succession of missions to foreign courts,
and at this time the acknowledged chief of
the American bar, particularly skilled in
questions of constitutional law, his course
as a Senator from Maryland was calcula-
ted to produce a profound impression. In
a speech which drew to this chamber an
admiring throng for two days, and which
at the time was fondly compared with
the best examples of Greece and Rome,
he first authoritatively d:roposed and de-
veloped the Missouri Compromise. His
masterly effort was mainly directed against
the restriction upon Missouri, but it began
and ended with the idea of compromise,
“ Notwithstanding,” he says, ** occasional
appearances of rather an unfavorable de-
scription, I have long since persuaded my-
self that the Missouri guestion, asit is eaﬁ-
ed, might be laid to rest, with innocence
aud safety, by some coneiliat
mise at least, by which, as is our duty, we
might reconcile the extremes of conflict-
ing views and feelings, without any sacri-
fice of conmstitutional principles.” And he
closed with the hope that the restriction
on Missouri would not be passed, but that
the whole question “might be disposed of
in & manner satisfactory to all, by a
pective prohibition of in the Terri:
tory to the north and west of Missour:."

his authoritative proposition of Com-
promise, from the most powerful advocate
of the unconditional admission of Missou-
ri, was made in the Senate on the 21st of
January. From various indications, it
seems to have found prompt favor in that
body. Finally, on the 17th of February,
the union of Maine and Missouri in one
bill prevailed theree, by 23 yeas 10 21 nays.
On the next day, Mvr T{uemu, of Iih-
nois, who had always voted with the South
against any restriction upon Missouri, in-
troduced the famouns clause prohibitin
Slavery north of 36 deg. 30 min., whie
now constitutes the eighth section of the
Missouri act. An effort was made to in-
clude the Arkansas Territory within this
prohibition ; but the South united against
this extension of the area of Freedom, and
it was defeated by 24 “l': to 20 yeas. The
prohibition, as moved by Mr. THoMAsS,
then prevailed, by 84 yeas to only 10 nays.
Among those in the affirmative were both
the Senators from each of the slave States,
Louisiana, Tennessee, Kentucky, Dela-
ware, Maryland, and Alabama, and also
one of the Senators from each of the slave
States, Mississippi and North Carolina, in-
¢luding in the Eonorlb#e list the familiar
names of William Pinkney, James Brown,
and William Rufus King.

This bill, ns thus amended, is the first
legislative embodiment of the Missouri
Compact or Compromise, the essential
conditions of which were, the admission
of Missouri as a State, without any restric-
tion of Slavery; and the prohibition of
Slavery in all the remaining Territory of
Louisiana north of 36 deg. 30 min. This
bill, thus composed, containing these two

ropositions—this double measure—final-
y passed the Senate by a test vote of 24
é¢as to 20 nays. The yeas embraced every
Southern Senator, except Nathaniel Ma-
con, of North Carolina, and William Smith,
of South Carolina. The nays embraced
every Northern Senator, except the two
Senators from Illinois and one Senator
from Rhode Island, and one from New
Hampshire. And this, sir, is the record
of the first stage in the adoption of the
Missouri Compromise. First openly an-
nounced and vindicated on the floor of
the Senate, by a distinguished Southern
statesman, it was forced on the North by
an almost unanimous Southern vote.

While things had thus culminated in
the Sénate, discussion was still proceed.
ing in the other House on the original
Missouri bill. This was for a momem
atrested by the reception from the Senate
of the Maine bill, embodying the Missouri
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 and protracted discussion, the two

Compromise. Upon this, action was at’

FTWA8) ‘
the Compromise was rejected, l
and the bill left in its original condition, |
This was done by large votes. . Eveu the |
prohibition of Slayery wag thrown out by
159 yeas to 18 nays, both the North and
the h uniting against it. The Senate, |
on receiving the bill back from the House, |
insisted on their anendments. The House |
in turn insisted on their disagreement, |
According te parliamentary usage, a Com-
miltee of Conference between the two
Houses was appoined. - Mr, THomas, of
[linois, Mr. Pinkney, of Maryland, and
Mr. James Barwour, of Virginia, com-
posed this important committee on the
art of the Senate; and Mr. Houmes, of
aine, Mr. Tavror, of New York, Mr.
Lownpes, of South Carolina, Mr. PARKER,
of Massachusetts, and Mr. Kinsgv, of
New Jersay, on the partiof the House,

Meauwhile, the House had voted on
the original Missouri bill. An amend-
ment, peremptorily interdicting all Slavery
in the new State, was adopted by 94
yeas to 86 nays; and thus the bill pussed
the House, and was sent to the Senate,
March 1st. Thus, after an exasperated
ouses
were at a dead-lock. ' The double-headed
Missouri Compromise, was the ultimatam
of the Senate. The restriction of Slavery
in. Missouri, involving, of course, its pro-
hibition in the unorganized Territories, was
the ultimatam of the House.

At this stage, on the 2d of Mareh, the
Committee of Conference made their re-
ﬁlorl, which was urged at onee upon the

ouse by Mr. Lowwbes, the  distin-

guished Representative from South Caro-
lina, and one of her most precious sons,
who objected to a motion to print, on the
ground ‘“ that it weuld imply a determina-
tion in the House to delay a decision of
the subject to-day, which he had ho
the House was fully prepared for.” ’Fﬁg
question then came, on striking out the
restriction in the Missouri bill. The re-
port in the National Intelligencer says:
“ Mr. Lowwpes spoke briefly in suppont of
the Co i reel::nmaudez lhpep%:‘um-
mittee Conlerence, and u with great
earnestness the propriety of a decision which
would restore tranquillity to the country, which
was demanded by every consideration of dis-
cretion, of moderation, of wisdom, and of vir-
tue.

“ Mr. Mercer, of Virginia, followed on the
same side with t earnestness, and had
spoken about half an hour, when he was com-
pelled by indisposition to resume his seat.”

In conformity with this report, this dis-
turbing question was at oncé put at rest.
Maine and Missouri were each admitted
into the Union as independent States.
The restriction of Slavery in Missouri was
abandoned by a vote in the House of 90
yeas to 87 nays; and the prohibition of
Slavery in all Territories north of 36 deg.
30 min., exclusive of Missouri, was sub-
stituted by a vote of 134 yeas to 42 nays.
Among the distinguished Southern names
in the affirmative, are Louis McLane, of
Delaware, Samuel Smith, of Maryland,
William Lowndes, of South Carelina,
and Charles Fenton Mercer, of Virginia.
The title of the Missouri bill was amend-
ed in conformity with this prohibition,
by adding the words, “and to prohibit
Slavery in certain Territories.” The bills
then passed both Houses without a di-
vision ; and, on the moming of the 3d
March, 1820, the National Intelligencer
contained an exulting article, entitled:
“The Question Se ol

Another paper, published in Baltimore,
immediately after the passage of the Com-
promise, vindicated it as a perpetual com-
rnct, which could not be disturbed. The
anguage is so clear and strong that I will
read it, although it has been already quoted
by my friend from Ohio, [Mr! Cuasz:]

“ It is true the Compmmiuilnwrudonly

the letler of the law, authorit
bywlub’ m:ﬁ it; M'rhw cm:-ab’ of :ﬁ
case give this law a MonAL ronck equal to that
of a positive provision of the Constibution ; and
0e ing by sayiug that the
Constitution exists in ils . Botlrpar-
ties have sacrificed much to conciliation.
wish to see the compact kept in g mfailh.
we trust that a kind Providence will open
way 1o relieve us of an evil which every Fuod
citizen deprecates as the supreme curse of the
country.”—Niles's Register.

The d'uliafnished leaders in this settle-
ment were all from the South. As early as
February, 1819, Louvis McLaNE, of Dela-
ware, had urged it upon Congress, “ by

and
the

some compact binding upon all subsequent | P

legislatures.” It was in 1820 brought for-
ward and upheld in the Senate by WiLuianm
Pingwzy, of Maryland, and passed in that
body by the vote of every Southern Sen-
ator except two, against the vote of every
Northern Senator except four. The Com-
mittee of Conference, throngh which it
finally prevailed, was filled, on the part of
the Senate, with inflexible partisans of the
South, such as might fitly represent the
sentiments of its President pro fem., John
Gaillard, a Senator from South Carolina ;
on the part of the House, it was nomi-
nated by Henry Cray, the Speak-
er, and Representative from Kentucky.
This committee, thus constituted, drawing
its double life from the South, was unam-
mous in favor of the” Compromise. A
private letter from Mr. Pinkney, written
at the time, and preserved by his distin-
guished biographer, shows that the report
made by the committee came from him: |

* The bill for the admission of Missouri into |
the Union (withowt restriction as to Slavery)
may be considered as past. That bill was seut
bnci again this moming from the House, with
the restriction as to The Senate voted
to amend it by striking out the restrietion, (27
to 15,) and w. as another amendment,
what hwj g been the advocate of, a re-
striction wupon the vacant tervitory to the north
and west, an to Slavery. To-night the House
ol'mmﬂmauﬁvu have agreed to both of these

a ments, in opposition to their former votes,
and this affair is settled. To-morrow we ghall
(of course) recede from our amendments as to
Maine, (our olject being effected,) and both
States will be ndmited, This happy result has
been a Iy the Conference, of which 1
was a on the part of the Senate, and of
uﬁd"f proposed the veport which has been

Thus again the Compromise takes its |
life from the South. Proposed in the com- |
mittee by Mr. Pivksey, it was urged on the |
House of Representatives, with great ear- |
nestness, by Mr. Lowndes, of South Caros
lina, and H; Mercer, of Virginia: and here |
again is the most persuasive voice of the |
South. When by Congress, it next

came before the President, James Monroe,
of Virginia, for his approval, who did not |
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sign it till after the unanimous opinion of |
his Cabinet, in writing, composed of Johu |
Quiney . Adams, William H, Crawford, |
Smith Thaompson, John C. Calhoun, and !
Willintn Wirt—a majority of whom were |
Southern: men—that the prohibition of |
Sluvery in the Territories was constitu- |
tional.  Thus yet again the Compromise
takes its life from the South,

As the Compromise took its life from
the South, so the South, in the judgment
of its own statesmen at the time, and ae-
according 1o unquestionzble facts, was
the conquering party. It gained ai
once its darling object, the admission of
Missouri as a slave State; and subse-
quently the admission of Arkansas, also
as a slave State. From the erushed and
humbled North, it received more than the
full consideration stipulated in its favor.
On the &ide of the North the contract has
been more than executed. And now the
South refuses to perform the part which
it originally proposed and assumed. With
the consideration in its pocket, it repudi-
ates the bargain which it forced upon the
country.  This, sir, is a simple statement
of the present question.

A subtle German has declared, that he
could find heresies in the Lord’s Prayer—
and I believe it is only in this spirit that
any flaw can be found in the existing obli-
gations of this compact. As late as 1848,
in the discussions of this body, the Sen-
ator from Virginia, who sits behind me,
[Mr. Mason,| while condemning it in
many aspects, says: A

“Yel as it was agreed 10 as a Compromise
by the South for the sake of the TTnion, I would
be the last. to disturh it.”— Congresvional Globe,
g?g?mu!iz, 1t session, 3Uth Congress, Fol. 19, p.

Even this distinguished Senator recog-
nised it as an obligation which he would
not disturh. And, though disbelieving
the original constitutionality of the ar-
rangement, he was clearly right. 1know,
sir, that it is in form simply a legislative
act; but as the Act of Settlement in Eng-
land, declaring the rights and liberties of
the subject and settling the succession of
‘the Crown, has become a permanent part
of the British Constitution, irre pealable by
any common legislation, so this act, under
all the circumstancesattending its passage,
also by long acquiescence and the com-
plete performance of its conditions by one
party, has become a part of our fundamen-
tal law, irrepealable by any common legis-
lation. As well might Congress at this
moment undertake to. overhaul the origi-
nal purchase of Louisiana, as imconstitu-
tional, and now, on this account, thrust
away that magnificent heritage, with all
its cilies, states, and territories, teeming
with civilization. The Missouri Compact,
in its unperformed obligations to Free-
dom, stands at this day as impregnable as
the Louisiana purchase.

I appeal to Senators about me, not to
disturb it. [ appeal to the Senators from
Virginia, to keep inviolate the compact
mn'}e in their behalf by James Barsour
and CaarLes Fenrox Mercer. Jappeal
to the Senators from South Carolina, to
guard the work of Jorn GarLtarp and
Wituiam Lowwnpes. [ appeal to the
Senators from Maryland, to tdphold the
Compromise which elicited the eonstant
support of Samuel Smith, and was first tri-
umphantly pressed by the unsurpassed elo-
quence of Pinkney. [ appeal to the Sen-
ators from Delaware, to maintain the land-
mark of Freedom in the Territory of
Louisiana, early espoused by Louis Me-
Lane. [ appeal to the Senators from
Kentucky, not to repudiate the pledges of
Henry Clay. F appeal to the Senators
from Alabama, not to break the agreement
sanctioned by the ecarliest votes in the
Senate of their late most cherished fellow-
citizen, William Rufus King.

Sir, Congress may now set aside this
obligation, repudiate this plighted faith,
annul this compact; and some of you,
forgetful of the majesty of honest dmﬂ'ﬂg.
in order to support Slavery, may con-
sider it advantageous to use this power.
To all such let me commend a familiar
story: An eminent leader in antiquity,
Themistocles, once announced to the
Athenian Assembly, that he had a scheme
to propose, highly beneficial to the State,
but which eould not be expounded to the |
many. Aristides, surnamed the Just, was 1
appointed to receive the sechet, and to re- |
ort upon it. His brief and memorable |
Judgment was, that, while nothing could
be more advantageous to Athens, noth-
ing could be more unjust; and the Athe- |
nian multitude, responding at once, re-
jected the proposition. It appears that |
it was proposed to burn the combined |
Greek fleet, which then rested in the secu- |
rity of peace in a neighboring sea, and |
thus confirm the wnaval supremacy of |
Athens. A similar proposition is now
brought before the American Senate. You
are asked to destroy a safeguard of Free-
dom, consecrated by solemn compact,
under which the country is now reposing |
in the security of peace, and thus confirm
the supremacy of Slavery. To this insti-
wtion and its ||artistm.- it may seem to be !
advantageons ; but nothing can be more |
unjust. Let the judgment of the Athenian |
multitude be yours, '

This is what [ have to say on this head. |
I now pass to the second branch of the |
argument.

[TO BE CONCLUDED TO-MORROW |
|

It is enid—but can it be true —that s mem. |
ber of Congress who in known to be committed |
against the gﬂuﬁm of duelling, is more liable |
to insult at Washington, than one who has no
soruples on the subjeot. }

THE STORM LAST NIGHT |
JREVENTED many friends from attending the |
l Hutchinsons' Concert, and thersfore they will
give one more, and positively the lust for the season,
AT CARUSI'S BALOORN,
Tuis (Toespay) Evening, Feorvary 21,
trod haice variety of their own composi. |
:il:nu .ﬁm I:Ieol.iom. whicn huve recsived the ap- |
suse from everybody who ever henrd them, in Great |
Blrillla and Ireland, and the aniversal Yankoe na- |
fon. |
”'Finkeu 50 cents. Doors open st 7§ o'olock ; Con- |
cert commencing st 8 o'clock. No postponement un. |
Jess the woather is worse than Iast night, and the best
seats ruaorved for those who come first.  Feb. 21. !
T LADIES INSTITUTE ;
0Of the Penn Medical University of Philadelphia. |
HE SPRING SESSION commences on the lIst
Monday in Mareh, and continues four months.
The tesohings are thorough, liberal, snd practical.
The entire of the session, exclusive of board-
ing nod G::'::,:i:; Fea, will :‘:l exceod $00. For
ioul t romn

d
PArtiowlsn %08, 8. LONGSHORE, M. D, Dews,
Feb. 21—wit Box 1,088, . Post Office. |

THIRTY THIRD CONGRKBS—F IRAT SESSION.

In the Senate yestardsy, afier Mr. Pettit

hlglaugludadm 4
r. Cass re 4

tained the fluor, and
oonsideration he
the Sepate {

In the House, Mr. Preston concluded his
speech, and Mr James C. Allen obtained the
Iﬁ:vr, when the Committee rose.

The 8 then laid before the House &
communieation from the i of the Na-

, tranemitting lists of clerks other per-
z:umﬂoyed in his t during’;a
last year; which was laid on the table and
ordered to be printed.

The House then adjourned.

Senate, Tuesday, February 21, 1854,
Mr. Bayard five pati ayi
that in ﬁ’-m& Naml,w
other Territorial Governments, Congress will

when Mr. Sumper ob-
moved that the further
ontil to-dsy ; snd

g o g s ey kb
ion ¢ subjeet ¢
e ;Cﬂw jeat very

On motion by Mr. Pearce, the President of
tho Senate was authorized to fill the veeanocy
in the Board of of the Smitheonian In-
stitution, ocea by the expiration of the
term of the Hon. R. M. Charlton, of Georgia.

On motion by Mr. Foot, the Senate proceed-
nhdnd to tl::. consideration ﬂhmmhill pnt::!

to several States, support
maintenance of the in it insane.

Mr. Foot briefly explained the bill, and in
foeling and elequent terms pointed out the hu-
maune character of the bill, and the moral he-
roism of the noble-hesrted lady [Mhr Dix) who
had so long and w this motion.

The hour of one having arrived, the bill was
postponed, and the Senate proceeded to con-
sider the bill providing a Territorial Govern-
ment for Nebraska.

Mr..Cass made some additional obeervations
iIJJJ reply to the remarks made yesterday by Mr,

ettit.

Mr. Sumner then addressed the Senate.

House of Representatives, Feb. 21, 1854,

Mr. Warren, on leave, explained, in behalf
of the Committee on' Public Lan t;li;l that
committee was not opposed to g the
Bounty Land laws; but that the bill yesterday
reported back by them proposed to make no
distinction as to 1 of service, and was
therefore deemed by the committee unequal
and unjust,

‘On motion of Mr. Camipbell, the House re-
solved itself into Committee of the Whole, Mr,
Olda in the chair.

Mr. J. C. Allen, of Illinois, addressed the
Committee in su of the Nebraska bill.

He ¢ommenced by snswering the question
What was the Missouri Co 1 Ho said
that Missouri was not admitted by virtue of
the 80 called Missouri Compromise. The Com.

ise grew out of the excitement produced

y the ion of that State.

A liii“ was dnw:, north of which Sl-;wé
should not an impliestion, sout
which it nigﬁ:oé exist, bﬁe argued that the
hibition should not operate upon the States
formed out of this territory.

He quoted from the language of Mr. Clay
to show that he had not of Iate years oven ap-
proved of that Compromise.

The power of Congress to ate upon the
subject had been claimed by y-faced
Abolition b ites of the North, without re-
spect to this

E'omu' > the
fess to reverence Sertt g

Mr. Giddin, Will the tleman permit
me to ask Inim‘tqnmim! o v

tlemen may

in 1850. The ai-

ple ol:' nlfﬁumm'w:t? was involved, lxl“th

“ L, .

T

i n 1852, en inei

the Com of 1850, and, oo of this
bill. The friends of this bill are not

dunoers of excitement. What they ask, was es-

tablished in 1850. ssk an adherence to

present agitators are the men who prostituted
their plaoces in Con wn,thawnwnther-,
and the sacred pu%pi!, to ate Aboli-
tionism. He said such Abolition agitators
should be crushed out of this Congress,

He avowed the belief that Slavery never
would go into these Territories. There wonld
be three Yankees to ome Southern emigrant
there.

Mr. Dent, of Georgia, followed, and said
that he felt it to be Eia duty, though & new
member, and unaccustomed to the busines

i badies, to the Homestead
bill, new befora this body. The bill is unfair

and unjust. The pau tion of Eu-
t j per popula

rope are thus invited to come to our
Mr. Dawson here stated that the provision

| only smbraced those here now.

r. Dent proceaded. He would bestow the
lands upon nove but those who had fought for
them, A mania for giving land away had
grown up, and it ought to be checked. For-
eign paupers, rag-tag sond bob-taila—fellows too

| lazy to work—were to receive this land. Rail-

road and other favored companies were also
receiving the lands. But he nverred that the
lands were not the property of the General
Government.
administer the trust faithfully. The favor
shown to the new States was unfair. The policy
was not democratio. Neither the lands nor
the prooeeds of their salo should be thus used.

He was in favor of froe trade, and wanted to |

create no noceesity for a tariff. s

We owe debts—debts of honor—to portions
of our own people. Oar bounty land Iawsare un-
equal and unjust, Many are unrowarded. Seek
out the men of merit, and reward them, but do
not throw away your wealth,

The great u}u ofmuBuncomII bills in to oarry
everything by log-rolling ; and private interests
a'r:qu-id i!o gﬂumu members; but he hoped

not. He thought it would be better for the

General Government to make the roads jteslf
and then sell the landa at such enhanced prices
as they would bring He believed he could
spenk the sentiments of Georgin. Her

would sanction no plan for giving away the |

lands, not even to build & Pacific Railroad, for
such a road would not be national, but section-
al; it would benefit the region through which
it might run. A

He was the friend of all kinds of improve-
ments, but he wished to see them made in &

logitimate manner. Railrond companios shonld |

prosecute their enterprises as other people do

their enterprises should pay.
Mr. Grow addeessed the Committes on the

same subject. He saw no objection to giving |
+ from

a home to those who come to our shores
other olimes. Theee people will come: we

have room for them : why not indvoe them to |

leave the purlious of our cities, and establish
thomse|ves upon such homes as they will oling
to and improve ?

Mr, Grow was siill speaking when our re-
port closed. Yread:

Dried ourrants are not ourrants at all, but
small grapes of the Corinth species.

It held them in trost, and should |
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FOR DAILY NATIONAL ERA.

The Storm—influence on Business—All
{  Travelling Between Cilies Interrupted—

Depth of Snow, &e.

Bu.ru:g:, Eznﬁ;—;‘l‘hermw storm, the
deepest whic ere for many years,
in all modes of conveyance ¢ .y the
te b, and some of the uph lines aro
not

No mails bave arrived or departed from
Baltimore sinoe noon yesterday.

The snow is now ten inches deep on a level,
| and jn some places it has drifted fiva fort deep
| but thz warm mf.wiu soon melt it away, the
ground not being frozen.

Several trains of curs are detsined between
Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York.

Nothing has been done in the Baltimore
market to-day. All is unsettled, and it is im-
possible to give prioes,

The 314 o'elock train from Washington, of
yesterduy afternoon, arrived ut eleven vclock
this morning, having been eightecn hours en
roule.

New Youx, Fre. 21.—It stormed all day
{:::rdny. Snow 4 feet deep. Mails failed

every direction. All the mail traine de-
tainod by the depth of snow.

Burraro, Fes 21 —Snow storm yesterday
very severe. Suow seven fet deep.” D flicalt
moving about,

Avpany, Fes, 21.—Snow storm severe, and
snow deep.

Boston, Fis 21.—The snow storm is very
severe. Mailn in all directions detained by the
depth of snow.

Puiaperrana, Fes 21.—The suow storm
here is more savere than for many years. Ae-
counts from Pittsburgh, Wheeling, and the
Northern cities, desombe the storm as very se-
vere, the depth of snow ranging from twelve
inches to six feet. No mails to-day from any
direotion, :

Bartivmore, Fxs 21, 3 P. M —No mails yet
received, from wny direction. All the mails
have been detained.

Rev. Dr. Johns very ill.
Bavtimore, Fes. 21,1 P, M.—The
Johns, Episcopal olergyman of Chri
in this city, 1 extremely ill. He i roely
expected to recover. His disense is iuilumma-
tion of the bowels.

M;r‘;;c!x.

| Baumimore, Fep. 21, 3 P. M. —On lat
’Change, sales of Howard Street flour at $8 00
for foture delivery : also, 000 barrels at $8.00
and 500 barrels at $7 87, cash.

New Yorg, Fes. 21, 1 P. M.—Flour quiet—
sales of 3,000 barrels of State brands at $8 50 -
Southern at #8.87 a $9.06. Wheatdull. Corn—
eales of 30.000 bushels of mixed at 91 cents;
yellow at 93 cents. Cotton firm. Stooks quie:
and unchanged.

De.
rch,

ITEMS.

It is stated that ex-President Fillmore is
;hout. tof !lqud to l‘?t:lt:l“lr Miss Elizabeth
'orter, of Niagara only davghter of.the
late Gen. Peter B. Porter, a hero of the war of
1812, and Secretary of W ar under John Quincy
Adams. Mise Porter is 32 years of age, and &
lady of superior in high cultivauon, and.
large fortune. Her b and herself are the
sole beirs of their fsther’s great estate, in-
cluding Goat Island and other lucrative prop-
erty at Nisgara Falle. Miss Porter has long
been & reigning belle in Western New York.

Mrs. Robert Armetrong, of Richmond, Va,
| gave birth on Taeeday to three children, two
girle and & boy. All are alive snd doing well.

The word Muscovado spplies to the manu.
facture of sugar. It is primarily an adjeetive,
i further advanced in the pro-

0086 syrup. It is the raw material

an
from which loaf and lump sugar sre procured

E.nlnin; and is obtained from the juice of
sugar vane by evaporsation.

Seamen are still very scarce in Eogland, and
their wages keep up. In London they com-
mand very high wages ; as moch a8 £5 10s. &
month is given them on board colliers.

The New York Canal Enlar t was oar-
ried by a vote of the State, on Wednesday, by
a very overwhelming majority. The vote was
on & ition Lo amend the Constitution o
a8 to ize the borrowing of ten millione of
dollars. It was oarried seven to one, s far as

l Hon. John Wentworth, editor of the Chicago
| Democrat, has just sold & lot in that city, 96
| by 150 feet, for $30 000—making, aconrding to

| the Demccratic Press, about $100 000 worth of

| property he has sold within & year: and he has
more than as much still on hand.

| Mr. T, J. Perkios, violinist, aged eighteen
yours, of Washington, D. C., has boen recently
admitted aaa pupil st the Conservatoire lm-
periale, at Paris, over more than thirty * con-
currants.” This is the first instance of ac
American violinist being sdmitted.

Col. George Rivers, a lawyer of sbility, died
'in Providence, R P, on Saturdsy last—a vie-
| tim to intemperanos

The Territory of Nebraska contains 136 700
| nquare-miles, nnd would make seventoen States
- as large as Massnohusetis.

' Bay only what you want.
Bennett ix about to raise the price of his
Herald to three eents

A pension of £50 a year has boon conferred
| on hr: Hogg, the widow of the Ettrick Shep
| herd.
| A person with & bad name is alrcady hali
hanged

It has been proved that nine-tenths of the
| poor rates in some of the large towns in Seot.
| Innd have heen enused by intemporance. But
this is true of large towns in most countries |
oertainly in our own.

One duke, one marguis, ten earls, two bish
ops, three barons, and twelve members of the

ouse of Commons, died last year in England.

The mode of remedying oracks in stoves, i=
to fill the cracks with & composition of eqoal
| parts of salt and wood ashes, mixed to & prop
er conwistency with water, :

“Uncle Tom" has been introduced into
Athens, under the gentlemanly title of Ompar-
. pas Thomaa,

A ship is daily expeotedtoarrive at Panama,
from Chins, with a cargo of Chinese laborers
for the Panama railrond.

An Ambasador Estraordinary, from tho
United States to the Ottoman Porte, is report-
ed to be on his way to Constantionple,

Chinese saying: A drankard’s nose is said
to be & “lighthouse, warning us of the little
water that passes un ‘i

A meeting of the citizens op| to the Ne-
| brasks hill is oalled at Rochester. N. Y, to
| meet on the 17th instant. .

The Columbus papers inform us that the
upper air in that region s darkened by miles
| up.m miles of pigeons.

There is an unusual quantity of floating ice
in Lake Ontario this winter, erpecially in the
vioinity of the Ni river. It oauses delay
in the passago of the steamers.
| _The Scientific Amevican containe & comme-
| nioation of H. A. Frost, of Worcester, in which
' he olaims to havo invented a “ marine locomo-
| tive,” which will tross the Atlantic in four



